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Seeking Justice • Loving Mercy • Walking Humbly

A Word From The Acting Regional Minister

In Proverbs 8, God’s wisdom, personified, calls out to us. She cries out from 
the heights and crossroads and beside the way. Or, in our transportation 
parlance, from the overpasses and the intersections, the sidewalks and the 

street corners. God’s wisdom is surrounding us, and she wants us to look and 
listen.

Whom do we see there? What do we learn when we listen to their voices? 
What about the voices of the people we don’t see? We must seek for them, 
seek out their voices. Wisdom says that “those who seek me diligently, find 
me.”

In a world that seems unhinged by politics and fear-speech, we need God’s 
wisdom more than ever. We need wise witnesses to the dignity and worth of 
every person created by God, without exception. Proverbs 8 reminds us that 

wisdom delighted “in the human race.”

Every time we gather, as we did at the Annual Meeting, I am awed by the rich wisdom of the lay people and 
the pastors of our region. We are beginning a new series in EWIND, in which a different church is highlight-
ed each week (some weeks two churches), so that over the course of the next year we can hear from every 
church and learn about the life happening all around us. So that we may foster our relationships with one 
another, inspire and celebrate each other.

If you are ready to contribute now, sharing 300 words about what is happening at your church, email me.  If 
not, we’ll be approaching your church sometime during this year.

God bless you this week as you search for wisdom and speak and live it.

Sarah Jay

Reverend Sarah Jay
Acting Regional Minister
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You are invited to join in the celebration
of the Ordination of 

Derek Mason 
at Moraine Valley Community Church 

10040 S 88th Avenue 
Palos Hills, IL 60465 

on July 10th 
at 11:00 am.

Two Special Invitations . . .

Exciting Opportunities for Ministers and Seminarians

Cultivating NEW LIFE

The Cultivating NEW LIFE program provides grants of up to $300 
to ministerial leaders to attend conferences, workshops and 
seminars focused on personal and congregation renewal. 
Ministerial leaders who are listed in the current ABCUSA 
Professional Registry may apply for this grant each year. 
Cultivating NEW LIFE grants may not be combined with other 
continuing education funding provided by ABHMS.

Continuing Education Grants

Ministerial leaders preparing to visit one of the ABC-related 
Centers for the Ministry or participating in an ABC-related 
mission trip may apply for a grant of $250. Applicants must be 
listed in the current ABC Professional Registry. This grant may 
not be combined with Cultivating NEW LIFE grants or other 
continuing education funding provided by American Baptist 
Home Mission Societies. D. Min students are eligible for $250 
awards each of their first two years of study.

Seminarian Continuing Education Grants

Seminarians may apply for a one-time grant of up to $100 to 
attend a non-degree ABCUSA-related event (regional meeting, 
Biennial, etc.)

Sabbatical/Study Leave Grants

Ministerial leaders may apply for a limited number of sabbatical 
grants. Grants are available once every five years and may not be 
combined with other continuing education funding provided by 
ABHMS for the past two years. 

For more information please visit:   http://abhms.org/ministries/
developing-leaders/education-scholarships/ministries-of-finan-
cial-aid-for-ministerial-leaders/

  

DON’T FORGET . . . 
Camp Grow 
Registration 
and Region 
Scholarships 
Due June 15

Summer is fast approaching, and registration is now open 
for Camp Grow Summer Camps at www.campgrow.square-
space.com/summer-camps/.  Summer camp can be a 
life-changing and unforgettable experience, and we 
encourage you to help your children and youth make this 
a reality.

As a Region, we are committed to partnering with our 
churches help your children and youth attend camp.  As in 
past years, Region scholarship funds are available to assist 
in defraying the cost.  The model we use is a three-way 
partnership, in which the family, the church, and the Region 
each contribute to the cost of camp registration.

If your church has campers in need of these funds, please 
apply by emailing Rev. Sarah Jay, revjay@abcmc.org, with 
the following information:

1) Number of Campers  
2) Amount Contributed by Church and/or Youth Fundraisers
3) Amount Contributed by Family
4) Amount Requested from the Region

Applications will be considered and amounts awarded 
on a rolling basis.  The final date to request funding is 
June 15. 

Rev. Carol McVetty’s and Rev. Doug Harris’ 
last day at North Shore Baptist Church is June 12.  

Following the morning service, there will be a reception 
for them in Howel Hall at 12:30 pm.  Everyone is invited to 

celebrate the nearly two decades of life-giving, 
inspirational, and formative ministry of 

Carol and Doug at North Shore.
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Lectionary Studies for Sunday, May 29, 2016 – Dr. Jay Wilcoxen
2nd Sunday after Pentecost Year C

I Kings 18:20-21, (22-29), 30-39; Psalm 96; 
Galatians 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10.

The Lord performs awesome wonders that change things 
for peoples and nations.

The Strategy of the Lectionary in Ordinary Time.
After Pentecost and Trinity Sundays, the Christian year has over 
six months of “ordinary time,” time between the holy seasons of 
Advent-Epiphany and Lent- Pentecost. The Lectionary selections 
for this period are not fixed by sacred themes, but are designed 
for general exposure of the people to the scriptures. Each of the 
three years of the Lectionary cycle has its own strategy, but two 
times through the cycle (six years) includes most of the Christian 
Bible in the Sunday readings.

In Year C, the primary readings from the Hebrew scriptures 
provide a history of prophecy. The selections move from the 
work of Elijah through the great eighth century prophets Amos, 
Hosea, and Isaiah, then dwell at length on the words of Jeremiah 
in the last period of the kingdom of Judah, and conclude with 
some post- Exilic prophesies.

In the same period the Epistle selections are taken from Paul’s 
letters, reading most of Galatians and Colossians for two months, 
and, after a period on the Letter to the Hebrews, continuing with 
the Pastoral letters written in Paul’s name. A block of readings 
from the Letter to the Hebrews is included in each year of the 
Lectionary cycle, approximately a third of the Letter in each year. 
The readings in Year C are the third part (chapters 11-13), dealing 
with the Christian pilgrimage in the world.

The Gospel readings during Ordinary Time of Year C are taken 
entirely from Luke, covering much of chapters 7 through 21, 
though mainly selected from the materials of the Journey to 
Jerusalem in chapters 10-19, where many teachings found only 
in Luke are given.

I Kings 18:20-21, (22-29), 30-39.
For the next several weeks our readings from the Hebrew 
scriptures concern the prophets Elijah and Elisha. The Special 
Note below on the background to Elijah and Elisha may be 
useful for this group of readings.

Our reading presents a great ordeal – contest – to determine 
what religion the people of the kingdom will follow.

On the surface it is a one-sided contest: one prophet for Yahweh 
against 450 prophets for Ba‘al (with another 400 backups in the 
wings, see 18:19). It is an all-or-nothing contest, with drastic 
political consequences. The kingdom is not big enough for both 
Elijah and Jezebel; one will have to go, and even though he wins 
the contest, it is Elijah who becomes the hunted man (19:1-2). 
(This non-sequitur is probably due to the conventional story-
pattern also reflected in the Exodus story: after winning release 

from Egypt in the tenth plague [Exodus 12], the Israelites are still 
pursued by Pharaoh out into the wilderness [Exodus 14:5-9].)

The contest is about which deity controls the weather – who 
can make it rain.

The first words of the Elijah story-cycle announce to the king the 
coming of a three- year drought. The drought raises to the Nth 
degree the issue of who gives rain (I Kings 17:1). The contest on 
Mount Carmel settles the issue in favor of the one true God, 
Yahweh, God of Israel. (The Canaanite Ba‘al was a storm god 
bringing the rainy season, just as was Yahweh in his youth, e.g., 
Judges 5:4-5; Nahum 1:3b-5. Psalm 29 is apparently a Ba‘al hymn 
to the storm-god adapted for praise of Yahweh.)

The details of Elijah’s procedure are intriguing (verses 30-35). 
He rebuilds an old Yahweh altar. He uses exactly 12 stones, he 
pours 12 jars of water over the wood and altar, and he digs a 
trench around the altar, all of which is probably cosmic 
symbolism. The Ba‘al prophets in their turn (in the optional 
reading, verses 22-29) had performed ritual dances and bodily 
mutilations, presumably congruent with their deity’s character.

It is clear that in northern Israelite tradition this contest on 
Mount Carmel was the equivalent of the Exodus: it was the 
violent triumph of Yahweh over the gods of the land, determining 
the future of the chosen people.

Though this was a north-Israelite event, its truth would outlast 
that kingdom and endure for prophets and reforming kings in 
the later kingdom of Judah.

Psalm 96
The psalm is certainly a response to the prophetic reading: the 
triumphant Yahweh of Mount Carmel is celebrated as the lord 
of all – cosmos and nations. It is well to hear the key verses in 
a translation (the New Jerusalem Bible) that retains the proper 
name Yahweh, the God who emerged from the polytheistic world 
of Canaan to take possession, in time, of a modest servant people 
with astonishing destinies before them.

Give to Yahweh, families of nations, 
give to Yahweh glory and power,
give to Yahweh the glory due his name!

Say among the nations, “Yahweh is king.” 
The world is set firm, it cannot be moved. 
He will judge the nations with justice.

[For he is] coming to judge the earth,
he will judge the world with saving justice, 
and the nations with constancy.
  (Verses 7-8a, 10, 13, New Jerusalem Bible.)

[continued on page 4]
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Galatians 1:1-12.
While the prophetic and psalm readings proclaim that there is 
no other God, the opening of Paul’s letter to the Galatians insists 
that there is no other gospel.

This is the first of six Sunday readings from Galatians, which will 
cover most of the contents of that fiery letter. The opening is 
unusual among Paul’s letters because he leaps into his urgent 
business after only a short address and greeting. “I am 
astonished...,” he probably shouted to his amanuensis. How 
could these “foolish” Galatians (3:1) so quickly distort the central 
message Paul had brought to these non- Jewish folks in central 
Asia Minor?

After pronouncing a couple of curses on those who distort 
the gospel, Paul insists that the true gospel is not human (thus 
variable) but the result of divine revelation. “The gospel that was 
proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive 
it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (verses 11-12, NRSV). Next 
week’s reading will develop this claim in detail.

Like Elijah, Paul was a witness to something decisive for the 
future of God’s people, and his life was at stake in proclaiming it 
to the peoples of the nations.

Luke 7:1-10.
The Gospel reading is not a mighty act of God, settling the 
destinies of peoples. Instead it is an episode in Jesus’ Galilean 
ministry that proved to have many meanings for the later 
followers. Our reading is one version of Jesus healing the 
servant (or son) of an Officer in Capernaum.

Second generation Christians told (at least) three versions of this 
story: (1) Matthew 8:5-13; (2) Luke 7:1-10; and (3) John 4:46-54. 
Each version has its own emphasis.

Matthew presents the basic story in its simplest form: the Cen-
turion with the sick servant declares that Jesus can heal simply 
by giving a command. Jesus’ authority is like that of a military 

Lectionary Studies for Sunday, May 29, 2016 
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commander: he speaks and it is done. Matthew adds a special 
point: This great faith in a non-Jewish person is a prophecy that 
the peoples of the nations will replace the current Jews in the 
kingdom to come (Matthew 8:11-12).

In the Gospel of John, the “royal official” does not make a fancy 
statement about Jesus’ word of command. When, however, 
Jesus, in Cana, says that the officer’s son, in Capernaum, is now 
healed, the officer believes (has faith in) Jesus, and his faith is 
subsequently justified by the healing that happened at a 
distance in Capernaum (John 4:50-53).

Luke’s version of the story has several distinctive features. (1) 
Here the Centurion never comes in contact with Jesus. Instead, 
he sends messengers to Jesus. In fact, he sends two sets of 
messengers, one made up of Jewish elders of the community 
(verse 3) and one made up of his own “friends,” perhaps not all 
Jewish (verse 6).

(2) The Jewish messengers give powerful reasons for why Jesus 
should help this foreign resident in their community: “ . . . for he 
loves our people [ethnos, nation], and it is he who built our 
synagogue for us” (verse 5, NRSV).

Thus, what Luke presents is a Roman career soldier who is a 
decided friend of the Jewish people in Galilee. (There were no 
Roman military units based in Galilee, so such a man would have 
been in the service of Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee from 
4 BCE to 39 CE.) The rest of the story shows that this non-Jewish 
pillar of the community was a man of faith. Besides his great 
sympathy with the Jewish tradition, he has acquired a firm belief 
in Jesus’ power to heal, and seeks the benefit of this power for his 
servant, who is at the point of death.

What Luke has in common with Matthew is the Centurion’s long 
declaration about the power of an authoritative command. “
But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed,” for he, 
the Centurion, is also a man of authority whom subordinates 
obey without hesitation (verses 7-8). This is what Luke and 
Matthew see as the great “faith” of this foreigner. He has heard 
the message of Genesis 1. God speaks, and it happens. THAT is 
the “faith,” of which Jesus says, “Not even in Israel have I found 
such faith” (verse 9).

(It is a bit ironic that in Luke’s text Jesus never utters that word of 
power! Luke doesn’t bother to say, “ And Jesus said, ‘Let him be 
healed.’” Hearers are expected to fill in the gaps themselves!)

EWIND is the official publication of the 
American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago.  
Published each Monday, the deadline for 
submission of materials is Thursday of each 
week.  

We welcome information on events that occur within 
ABCMC member churches.  All articles/information for 
publication should be submitted electronically to 
abcmetrochicago@gmail.com.  
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CHICAGO CHURCH SEEKING PARTTIME 
YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR 

 
 
Purpose: To build disciples of Christ by developing and implementing a comprehensive approach to youth ministry (in the 
areas of group building, worship, discipleship, mission, and outreach) in partnership with the Pastor, the Christian Formation 
Team, parents, and Grace staff, while serving as a spiritual leader and role model for students from 7th12th grade.  
 
Objectives:  
To continue the development and implementation of Grace youth ministry including, 

loving and caring for youth where they are. 
encouraging youth in developing their relationship to God. 
providing them with tangible opportunities for nurture and growth. 
challenging them to respond to the call to love God and neighbor. 

 
Tasks:  

Plan and lead a weekly youth ministry program, that welcomes kids from the church and neighborhood (which has 
been historically on Tuesday evenings). 
Host and support students in the twoyear Confirmation program (historically on Sunday afternoons) 
Attend Sunday worship 34 times/monthly, plus participating in the service at the direction of the pastor 
Collaborate with Covenant Youth Collision in the strategic youth ministry plan for students from big outreach 
monthly events to specialized student leadership development tracks.  
 Promote and attend two seasonal Central Conference Retreats with students. (Examples include biannual High 
School “Crew” retreat, Junior High Fall retreat, Winter Deep Freeze Retreat, Winter One Life Retreat)  
 Develop, plan, conduct one annual summer trip in a focused 3year cycle (Discipleship Trip, Mission Trip, CHIC), 
including annual fundraising initiatives in the Spring 
Partner with one member of Grace church who supports and encourages youth ministry (i.e. booster). 
 Mentor & equip 23 North Park University/Seminary students who are passionate about youth ministry and 
committed to developing lifeonlife relationships with students of Grace 
Participate in the Christian Formation Team to strategize and implement allages formational ministries out of the 
churchwide vision 
 Develop and regularly track an annual budget (with the Christian Formation Team Leader) that reflects the activities 
and expenditures of youth ministry. 
 Communicate and coordinate with parents, volunteers, students and staff through use of the church calendar, 
bulletin, Grace News, including publishing bimonthly program calendars & weekly mass emails (upcoming events, 
teaching schedule, and announcements) specific to parents and students  
 Participate in regular supervision meetings with the Pastor, as needed. 
Intentionally stay connected with Central Conference Youth Worker’s network and larger Covenant happenings 
such as Midwinter & Annual Meeting.  

 
Hours: 80 hours/month combined 
Wage: $15/hour, starting 
Commitment: 3+ years  
Qualifications: Evidence of personal Christian Faith, Bachelor’s Degree required, Exceptional interpersonal & 
communication skills, Strong organizational expertise, Youth ministry work experience desirable, Familiarity with the 
Evangelical Covenant Church desirable, Completion of a background check and adherence to the “Child Safety Policy” of 
Grace Covenant Church. 

Interested? Email resume and cover letter to 
pastormandy@gracechurchchicago.org by May 15, 2016. 

Grace Evangelical Covenant Church 
4159 N Monticello Ave. 

Chicago IL 60625 
773.478.0208 

office@gracechurchchicago.org 
www.gracechurchchicago.org 

Interested? Email resume and cover letter to pastormandy@gracechurchchicago.org.

Grace Evangelical Covenant Church
4159 North Monticello Avenue | Chicago, IL  60625 | 773.478.0208
office@gracechurchchicago.org  |  www.gracechurchchicago.org


