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Seeking Justice • Loving Mercy • Walking Humbly

“IN THIS MOMENT”  

“So when they had come together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set 

by his own authority. But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.’”  – Acts 1:6 8

Our theme for this year’s Annual Meeting is “In This 
Moment.”  It has many connotations: in this moment 
in Christianity, in the United States, in this moment 
worldwide, in Chicago and in our churches. However, 
given that at this gathering we will celebrate the 
legacy of Rev. Dr. Larry Greenfield as he transitions 
into a new ministry, this moment, our transition as a 
region, comes to the forefront.

In this scripture from Acts, the disciples have seen the 
risen Christ and he has told them that the Holy Spirit is 
on its way, but they still can’t quite understand what is 
about to happen. God has in mind for them Pentecost 
and all that follows, but they are still expecting God to 
overthrow the Roman government and set up a new 
king in Jerusalem.

Like the disciples, we are in a moment of change. Like 
them, too, we have many hopes and ideas about what 
the future of our region will look like, but we can’t yet 
imagine the reality that God has planned. We want to 

take time to let the Spirit’s ideas arrive, ideas which 
will surprise us by their grace and vision. 

And so our cabinet representatives have made an 
intentional decision to slow down the search 
process.

They have asked me to serve for several months 
as your Acting Regional Minister, which is like an 
“interim interim.” The reason for this “extra” interim 
is that we want the interim leadership whom we 
ultimately choose to be a person/s who will help us 
make the move from the place where we find the 
disciples in this passage in Acts 1 to the place where 
we find them in Acts 2 and following – the move 
from our ideas of what should be to the ideas that 
the Spirit has for us.

Our prayer is that the visionary work Larry led us 
into with the development of our four collaboratives 
will be at the center of this process – the open win-
dows and doors for the rushing wind of the Spirit to 
enter all that we do.

In this moment, I am honored to be your facilitator 
and support in whatever way is needed for the life 
and health of your churches and our common min-
istry. Please feel welcomed to call on me, as well as 
your collaborative leader, anytime.

Reverend Sarah Jay
Acting Regional Minister

In This Moment     ఈ "ణం %       この瞬間に     
ဒ" အခiuက( အတ*က(        En Este Momento

“So when they had come together, they asked him, 'Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?'  He replied, 'It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.'”   Acts 1:6-8

Our theme for this year's Annual Meeting is “In This Moment.”  It has many 
connotations:  in this moment in Christianity, in the United States, in this moment worldwide, 
in Chicago and in our churches.  However, given that at this gathering we will celebrate the 
legacy of Rev. Dr. Larry Greenfield as he transitions into a new ministry, this moment, our 
transition as a region, comes to the forefront. 

In this scripture from Acts, the disciples have seen the risen Christ and he has told 
them that the Holy Spirit is on its way, but they still can't quite understand what is about to 
happen.  God has in mind for them Pentecost and all that follows, but they are still expecting 
God to overthrow the Roman government and set up a new king in Jerusalem.

Like the disciples, we are in a moment of change.  Like them, too, we have many 
hopes and ideas about what the future of our region will look like, but we can't yet imagine the 
reality that God has planned.  We want to take time to let the Spirit's ideas arrive, ideas which 
will surprise us by their grace and vision.  And so our cabinet representatives have made an 
intentional decision to slow down the search process.  

They have asked me to serve for several months as your Acting Regional Minister, 
which is like an “interim-interim.”  The reason for this “extra” interim is that we want the interim 
leadership whom we ultimately choose to be a person/s who will help us make the move from 
the place where we find the disciples in this passage in Acts 1 to the place where we find 
them in Acts 2 and following – the move from our ideas of what should be to the ideas that the 
Spirit has for us.  

Our prayer is that the visionary work Larry led us into with the development of our four 
collaboratives will be at the center of this process – the open windows and doors for the 
rushing wind of the Spirit to enter all that we do.

In this moment, I am honored to be your facilitator and support in whatever way is 
needed for the life and health of your churches and our common ministry.  Please feel 
welcomed to call on me, as well as your collaborative leader, anytime.
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Registration for the 181st Annual Meeting is now open.

American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago
181st Annual Meeting

Friday and Saturday | May 13 and 14, 2016
The Westin • Itasca, Illinois

l l  “In This Moment”  l l

SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE

Join us as we look back with gratitude on the places the Spirit has led us over the last decade, and as we look to the future 
with hope.  In this moment, we can begin to see glimpses on the horizon of the new places the Spirit is leading us. 

Friday, May 13, 2016
 11:00 am  Registration Opens
 11:30 am  Fellowship and Networking
 12:00 Noon  Christian Education Network Thank You Luncheon
 1:45 pm  Break
 2:00 pm  Plenary Session
 5:30 pm  Dinner On Your Own
    Ministers Council Fellowship Supper [RSVP required]
 7:00 pm  Reception and Live Music

Saturday, May 14, 2016
 7:30 - 8:45  Orientation/Training Session for Family Council Members
 8:00 am  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 9:00 am  Worship/Devotion
 9:30 am  Plenary Session
 10:45 am  Break 
 11:00 am  Worship
 12:15 pm  Lunch and Annual Business Meeting
 2:00 pm  Breakout Sessions 
 4:30 pm  Reception
 5:00 pm  Disciples’ Dinner
	 	 	 	 Celebration	and	Thank	You	For	Service	-	Dr.	Larry	Greenfield
    Presentation of Regional and Local Church “Daily Disciple” Awards
 7:30 pm  Benediction  

Use this link to register for the meeting at EventBrite
http://annualmeetingregistration.eventbrite.com

Use this link to register at The Westin Hotel
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/ABCMC2016

THE MEETING

Distinguished speakers, engaging presenters and insightful 
discussions will all be a part of the 181st Annual Meeting on 
May 13-14, 2016.  

A Christian Education Network Thank You Luncheon will kick off 
the 181st Annual Meeting, followed by a plenary session designed 
to motivate and inspire  – it all begins at 12 Noon on Friday.  The 
day will end with a reception and live music.  Saturday will include 
an opening session followed by breakout sessions.  A Luncheon 
and Annual Business Meeting will be held during the afternoon 
followed with additional breakout sessions.

The meeting will end with celebration during a Reception and the 
Disciples’ Dinner on Saturday evening as we present the Regional 
and Local Church “Daily Disciple” Awards for 2016 and thank Dr. 
Larry Greenfield for his years of service.

THE VENUE

The Westin Itasca features comfortable guest rooms and 
breathtaking hotel grounds.  Enjoy complimentary wireless 
internet access in guestrooms and Atrium/Lobby area, 24 hour 
fitness center and complimentary self-parking. The ABCMC 
negotiated room rate is $99.00 per night for single or double 
occupancy.

Join us as we look back with gratitude on the places the Spirit has 
led us over the last decade, and as we look to the future with hope.  
In this moment, we can begin to see glimpses on the horizon of 
the new places the Spirit is leading us. 

1930 “Live” Radio Broadcast
At “The Limestone Lounge” 

Located in the Jacob Henry Mansion
*** Also, tour the Mansion prior to show time ***

Wednesday, April 20, 2016   –   Cost:  $45.00
(Includes, bus, lunch, tour & show)

(Transportation provided by the Senior Council)

Time: Bus Leaves Senior Center @ 9:00 a.m. 
Returning back at center at 3:30

Take a step back in time as the Victorian Ballroom is transformed into
 “The Limestone Lounge”, a 1930’s Jazz Club! Relive this glorious era with a “live 
radio broadcast show” by The Alan Gresik Swing Orchestra, complete with singers 
and radio actors!

SEATS ARE LIMITED. SIGN UP REQUIRED AT THE 
OAK LAWN SENIOR CENTER

5220 W. 105th Street
708.499.0240

Senior Trip Sponsored By 
Oak Lawn Senior Center
The Oak Lawn Senior Center will sponsor a trip to 
the Jacob Henry Mansion in Joliet on Wednesday, 
April 20, 2016.

Available for all seniors ages 55 and over.  Live 
Radio Broadcast.  $45 includes bus transportation 
and lunch.

Reservations must be made by calling the Oak 
Lawn Senior Center.  All are welcome!
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Lectionary Studies for Sunday, April 17, 2016 – Dr. Jay Wilcoxen
4th Sunday of Easter 2016

Acts9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30.
The Good Shepherd, glorified in power, brings new life

 to God’s people who are in his care.

The fourth Sunday of Easter season is the Pastor’s day. (The 
English word “Pastor” is Latin for “Shepherd.”) Each year Psalm 23 
and a portion of John 10 are read on this Sunday. The Pastor is the 
one who leads, feeds, and protects the sheep from harm.

In the New Testament readings it is the Risen Lord who performs 
this shepherding function for the believers, though in the first 
reading it is Peter who carries forward the shepherd’s work.

Acts 9:36-43
In the Acts story, resurrection spreads among the people.

In the larger passage, Acts 9:32-43, two miracles by Peter are 
presented, the healing of a paralyzed man named Aeneas and 
the resurrection of a woman named Tabitha (Aramaic) or Dorcas 
(Greek). These two episodes have Peter working in the coastal plain 
of Judea, the country ruled by the Philistines in ancient times. His 
works are done in the cities of Lydda (modern Lod, Israel’s 
International airport) and Joppa (modern Yafo, the closest seaport 
to Jerusalem). The “saints,” who are Christian believers, are already 
living there, Jews who accept Jesus as the heavenly Anointed One, 
and who now begin to receive benefits of the promised salvation.

Peter is staying at Lydda when he is called to Joppa (10 miles away) 
to share the grief at the death of a prominent woman disciple of 
the church in Joppa. (This is the only New Testament use of the 
feminine form of the noun “disciple.”)

Peter’s action is presented as a repetition of great acts of res-
urrection in the past. It repeats what Elijah did for the Sidonian 
widow who helped him during the famine (I Kings 17:17-24); it 
repeats what Elisha did for the woman of Shunem to revive the son 
miraculously born to her (II Kings 4:18-37); it repeats Jesus’ action 
in raising the daughter of Jairus (Luke 8:40-42, 49-56, parallel to 
Mark 5:35-43); and it repeats Jesus’ raising of the son of the widow 
of Nain near Nazareth in Galilee (Luke 7:11- 17).

Peter’s raising of Dorcas showed that great prophetic and 
Messianic power was continuing for God’s people. All of these 
resurrection stories are set outside Judea proper, outside 
Jerusalem and its region. They happen on the fringes of the Jewish 
lands. As the power continues to expand, as if in concentric circles, 
the next movement of the Spirit will be beyond the Jewish people. 
These great outpourings will fall to the benefit of non-Jewish 
people – which is the reading for next Sunday.

Psalm 23
The Psalm reading is the quiet but powerful affirmation of personal 
trust in the Lord, presenting God in the image of the Shepherd. 
Here are the familiar images as given in the new Common English 
Bible translation (CEB, 2011):

The LORD is my shepherd. 
 I lack nothing.
He lets me rest in grassy meadows; 
 he leads me to restful waters; 
 he keeps me alive.
He guides me in proper paths
 for the sake of his good name.

Even when I walk
 through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no danger
 because you are with me.
Your rod and your staff – 
 they protect me.

(Shifting the imagery now to that of a great ruler who hosts his 
faithful subordinates at a feast at the royal palace, where they will 
always find access and security . . . )

You set a table for me
 right in front of my enemies.
You bathe my head in oil;
 my cup is so full it spills over!
Yes, goodness and faithful love
 will pursue me all the days of my life, 
 and I will live in the LORD’s house 
 as long as I live.

    
Revelation 7:9-17
The Epistle reading continues the heavenly liturgy from the book of 
Revelation.

The entire seventh chapter of this book presents two hosts of 
peoples before the heavenly throne while the impending doom 
for the old world is suspended for this heavenly presentation. (The 
suspension of the doom is commanded in verses 1-3.)

The first group of people (prior to our reading) are the faithful 
souls of the past from the twelve tribes of Israel. Twelve thousand 
from each tribe are marked with God’s “seal” on their forehead, 
making one hundred forty-four thousand in this host before God 
(verses 3-8). The faithful of Israel are gathered to their Lord in the 
heavens.

Our reading begins by presenting the second group of peoples. 
They are an unnumbered multitude from all the nations and peo-
ples of the world.

These folks wear white robes and have the palm branches of praise 
and the festival- shout in their hands. When they are seen, gathered 
in masses around the vast heavenly auditorium, a three-fold 
sequence of song and praise unfolds. First, this multitude itself 
sings out, “Salvation belongs to our God...” (verse 10). Then, the 
great choir of angels responds with a seven-fold acclamation of 
God, enclosed between two Amens (verses 11-12). The third phase 

[continued on page 4]
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of the song and praise is a solo, by one of the twenty-four elders 
who are close to the divine throne.

Before the singing there is a recitative dialogue in which the elder 
asks the seer (John, the writer of the book) who are these folks 
massed in the white robes. The seer politely replies that the elder 
will know and say. The heavenly figure then explains that these 
unnumbered masses are the people who have washed their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb -- which means that they have held fast in 
their confession of Jesus as the Christ to the point of death.

Then the elder sings his solo celebrating the glory and reward of 
these faithful witnesses. It is at the climax of this solo that we hear 
of the work of the heavenly Shepherd, who (by a curious twist of 
imagery) is the Lamb. “For the Lamb at the center of the throne will 
be their shepherd, / and he will guide them to the springs of the 
water of life, / and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” 
(verse 17).

The caring and comforting Shepherd is the climax of the pilgrim-
age of the humble ones who followed Jesus, even to the death.

John 10:22-30
The Gospel reading presents Jesus speaking to Jewish people who 
demand to know whether he is the Anointed One or not. His reply 
is the conclusion of this chapter, which has already presented Jesus 
as the Gate for the sheep (10:7) and as the Good Shepherd (10:11).

Here the focus is on the sheep. There is a special link between 
the shepherd and the sheep: he knows them, each and every one 
(see Luke 15:3-7), and they know and respond to his voice. Their 
response is to “believe” in the “works” that Jesus does in the name 
of the Father, and to follow him.

The first emphasis in this passage is that these “sheep” are in con-
trast to the Jewish questioners, who do not believe either Jesus’ 
works or words. This passage, like so much else in the Gospel Ac-
cording to John, reflects serious differences and disputes between 
Jewish disciples of Jesus and their Jewish opponents.

The last part of the selected reading emphasizes the final 
blessing of the sheep who know Jesus’ voice and follow him.
 “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish” (verse 28). 
This is the ultimate blessing in John’s Gospel. The keeping and 
protection of these humble ones, the sheep, is God’s own special 
concern, given to the heavenly Jesus as an assignment.

“What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one 
can snatch it out of the Father’s hand” (verse 29, NRSV).

And the concluding affirmation separates Jesus most decisively 
from his Jewish dissenters: “The Father and I are one” (verse 30). 
The Lamb and the one who sits on the heavenly throne (in the 
language of Revelation) are united in the saving work of the 
Shepherd.

Lectionary Studies for 
Sunday, April 17, 2016 
[Continued from page 3]
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INTRODUCTION TO 
CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION
Offered by BPFNA and ABC of Metro Chicago 
DO yOU STRUggLe wITh CONFLICT? 
What if  you were to discover conflict’s good side? What if  you had some new ways to understand it, your responses, and others’ 
responses? What if  you had tools for exploring the deeper (often hidden) issues at stake? What if  you had skills to handle it in 
constructive ways that maximize its power for positive change? Conflict Transformation training can help make all that possible. 
Conflict Transformation is a set of  beliefs and practices formed around the idea that conflict is a normal and natural part of  human 
life that can be used to create positive change. It is an understanding that conflict is an inherent part of  human life that unlocks an 
immense amount of  energy, and it is a way of  responding to that conflict in ways that are constructive rather than destructive.

The INTRODUCTORy COURSe INCLUDeS: 
• The Positive Potential of  Conflict
• Understanding Conflict Styles
• Tools for Analyzing Conflict
• Understanding Mainstreams and Margins

Our understanding is Biblically-based, interactive, and hopeful. The training will introduce you to tools you’ll be able to use right away. 

SATURDAy, ApRIL 23, 2016
NORTh ShORe BApTIST ChURCh
5244 N Lakewood Ave, Chicago IL 60640

8:30 AM RegISTRATION; 9 AM – 2 pM TRAININg
Includes breakfast & lunch

RSVp By ApRIL 15 TO ReVChAkS@ABCMC.ORg OR 773-470-9045
Register Now at http://conflicttransformationrsvp.eventbrite.com

A Conflict Transformation training session has been organized for the 
ABCMC region leaders and pastors.  It will be held on Saturday, April 23 
at North Shore Baptist Church.  Have you registered yet??

All are invited and encouraged to attend.  There are two ways to RSVP:
 contact Rev. Dr.Chakravarthy Zadda at 

REVCHAKS@ABCMC.org 
OR 

register  at Eventbrite by clicking the following link:
http://conflicttransformationrsvp.eventbrite.com

Rev. Dr. Chakravarthy Zadda
Associate Regional Minister for Asian Ministries 
ABCMetro Chicago

Introduction to Conflict 
Transformation Training


