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Seeking Justice • Loving Mercy • Walking Humbly

Church Highlight . . . Morgan Park Baptist Church 
[The Oldest Church in Morgan Park]

A Church That Goes Deep 

At Morgan Park Baptist Church, our primary community outreach is through our 
Center for Spiritual Health. The Center was been established to bring oppor-
tunities for spiritual growth, health and healing to the people of Beverly/Mor-

gan Park. The members of Morgan Park Baptist Church recognize that there are four 
dimensions to true wholeness: spiritual health, psychological health, physical health 
and social health. All four dimensions must be addressed if one is to be truly healthy.  
We affirm a benevolent, loving, and compassionate God while embracing a healing 
and healthy Christianity. There are many programs we sponsor through our Center!

On the first and third Wednesdays of each month we have our “All of Paul” Bible Study 
from 11 am until noon in our parlor. We discuss each of Paul’s Letters – in the order he 
wrote them.

Professional Counseling – is also a vital component of The Center for Spiritual 
Health. We provide professional counseling to those individuals, couples, and families 
in need of counseling. The Center for Spiritual Health recently received a grant from 
American Baptist Churches – USA to help fund professional counseling for those who 
are not able to afford such counseling.

Couples’ Counseling – Pastor Thomas and Beth Aldworth jointly offer couples’ coun-
seling, proven to be very effective with couples. Pastor Thomas also offers spiritual 
direction free of charge to all ABC Metro pastors and clergy!
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The Rev. Sharon T. Koh, Installed as Executive Director Elect of 
International Ministries, Launches I am  IM Gift Match

In a historic celebration before a 
gathering of hundreds of mission 
supporters, the Rev. Sharon T. Koh of Los 

Angeles, California, was installed as executive 
director elect of American Baptist Internation-
al Ministries (IM). She began her service as 
executive director elect on July 1, 2016, and 
will assume the role of executive director on 
September 1, 2016, following the retirement of 
the Rev. Dr. Reid S. Trulson on August 31.

The ceremony of installation on Friday, July 8, 
was the culmination of the four-day biennial World Mission Confer-
ence at the Green Lake Conference Center in Wisconsin. With more 
than 400 mission supporters in attendance, Koh was enthusiastically 
and warmly welcomed into her new role. The ceremony ended with 
a moving laying on of hands that included members of the IM board 
of directors, IM leadership, American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA) 
leadership and the entire assembly.

“It was a sacred moment,” stated Koh. “I had a sense of both God’s 
presence and God’s promise through the hands and prayers of those 
surrounding me.”

Family and friends were elated. In attendance were Koh’s parents, 
Rev. Dr. Victor and Kah-Kiat Koh, longtime missionaries; her mentor, 
Cheryl Brown, and her husband, Wes, who have both served as IM 
missionaries; and Brown’s daughter, Julie Brown Ono, who is a friend 
and previous colleague. Sterling and Emi Miller, missionaries in 
whose commissioning Koh participated, now serving in Japan with 
Asian Access/SIM, also joined the celebration.

Pastors and leaders of ABCUSA celebrated this new and exciting 
chapter in the life of IM. “The entire ABCUSA family rejoices at the 
appointment of Sharon Koh and welcomes her as executive 
director of IM and as a national secretary of ABCUSA,” said Dr. Susan 
Gillies, interim general secretary for American Baptist Churches. “We 
commit ourselves to pray for her as she assumes the responsibilities 
of office. We look forward to the days and years ahead with great 
anticipation!”

While IM has a rich history of appointing female missionaries to 
global service, Koh is the first woman to serve in the position of 
executive director in the ministry’s 202-year history. IM’s first single 
female missionary, Charlotte H. Atlee White Rowe, was appointed in 
1815 and served in India from 1816-1826. (See the full story in the 
spring 2016 issue of On Location.) Other women missionaries have 
followed in Rowe’s footsteps and have made up 60 percent of the 
4,000 missionaries appointed by American Baptists.

Koh is the sixth person to hold the title of executive director for this 
historic mission agency since 1978. Earlier leaders, starting in 1814 
with William Staughton, bore the title of corresponding secretary.

Koh Launches a Matching Gift Opportunity to Run through 
September 30.

“I have a deep desire to see the kingdom of God ‘on earth as in 

heaven,’ and I know that God has big plans for IM,” said Koh. “To help 
move us in that direction quickly, I’m introducing I am IM to raise 
seed money for a matching opportunity that will kick off this fall’s 
World Mission Offering.”

“This is an amazing first-time-ever opportunity for your 2016 World 
Mission Offering gift to do twice as much,” Koh continued. “If you 
give to I am IM - WMO between now and September 30, you will 
not only be supporting crucial ministries around the world, but also 
encouraging others to join in and do the same!” These WMO general 
funds will be used to care for and support IM’s current global ser-
vants and to recruit and train the next generation of missionaries.

How to have your gift matched:
• To give online, click here and use the GIVE box at the upper 

right of the page.
• To donate by check, write I am IM - WMO on the memo line and 

mail to International Ministries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 
19482-0851.

• To give by phone, call Carol Snyder at 610-768-2323.

Gifts may be of any size. They must be received by September 30, 
2016, to be eligible for the match.

Koh Plans to Meet with Most of IM’s 116 IM Global Personnel During 
the “IM around the World” Tour Beginning July 24, 2016.

Meeting IM’s global mission personnel and their children is the first 
order of business for the new executive director. Gatherings will be 
held from July 24 through August 18, 2016, in four key locations: 
Costa Rica, Hungary, South Africa and Thailand.

The global personnel and Koh will have personal time to get to 
know each other in a deeper way. “I am very much looking forward 
to getting to know our missionaries and to hear what they have on 
their hearts,” Koh said.

A second objective of the gatherings is to discuss IM’s discernment 
process and its new statement of global ministry priorities, Respond-
ing to the Call. IM Director of Mission Design Karen Smith will be 
traveling with Koh and will lead those discussions during the four 
international meetings.

“I am excited to meet with the majority of our global personnel to 
celebrate IM’s new strategic direction as outlined by Responding to 
the Call,” said Smith. “They will see the fruit of the 2 1/2-year discern-
ment process and recognize their voices in the outcomes. Together 
we will delight in the direction that God is taking us in our third 
century of mission.”

Smith continued, “Sharon is uniquely positioned to lead IM into its 
future. Through God’s provision, she was a member of the discern-
ment team itself. She witnessed the integrity of the process and 
spent hours reading through the interview data and discussing what 
God was saying to us through the data.”

For more information on the Rev. Sharon Koh, read “American Baptist 
International Ministries Calls New Executive Director.”
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July 13, 2016 

 

Dear American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago Pastor, 

 

Greeting from Camp Grow! 
 We are now in the middle of our second graded camp week (trailblazers 2). We were blessed to have a 
wonderful first week where kids got to have a lot of fun participating in all the activities we have here at camp. 
Our second week is shaping up to be a great one. During Bible times, kids have been learning about our theme 
verse for the week 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 
 During the day kids choose which activities they would like to participate in such as: archery, biking, 
boating, waterfront, crafts, sports field and more. The kids have also gotten to participate in some really great 
camp-wide evening activities like hound and hunter, monster treasure, air raid, and stomp the balloon (some of 
these games are pictured below). Several of our campers so far this summer have come from your churches, 
and we want to thank you for your continued support. We have had a total of 36ABCMC kids come up to 
camp so far, and more to come.  We are also thankful to another local Chicago church: City of Praise Church 
of Chicago for sending us kids for the very first time this summer.   
 We still have two graded camps taking place this summer. Explorers 2 (6th-9th grade) will be held July 
17th-23rd, and senior high camp (9th-12th grade) is July 24th-30th. There is still plenty of time to register kids for 
each of these camps. You can do so through campgrow.org, or give us a call at 920-398-2671 and we will be 
happy to send you physical registration forms or help you register over the phone. If you have any questions or 
would like more information please contact us at the office listed above or send me an e-mail at 
nick@campgrow.org.  

 
Thank you so much for your continued support of Camp Grow and our mission to help kids find God’s pur-
pose for their lives.  

God Bless, 

 

 

 

Nick Radcliffe 

Camp Director 

Camp Grow Ministries 
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Special Prayer Request

Please continue to pray for our sister in 
Christ Beth Aldworth who has received 
news that she will need to begin 
chemotherapy treatments in the coming 
weeks.  Please also pray for her husband, 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Aldworth.  This week’s 
church highlight is of their church, Morgan 

Park Baptist, and, in it, we see what committed and 
blessed work the two share as a couple in ministry.  
Let us lift them up faithfully.

American Baptist Seminary of 
the West (ABSW) Seeking Gifted 
Leader To Become Its Next 
President
ABSW is a multi-racial Christian seminary with historic ties 
to the American Baptist Churches USA and the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention and maintains a vibrant 
partnership with The Graduate Theological Union. These 
relationships create a diverse student body and a rich
ecumenical experience with international reach. The 
Seminary is located in Berkeley, CA within walking distance 
of the main campus of the University of California. ABSW 
has a reputation for preparing gifted academic, church, and 
community leaders who excel in their professional fields, 
and who are able to fulfill their unique calling while 
sustaining a keen social awareness and passion for justice. 

The successful candidate will be able to build on the 
Seminary’s storied past (it was formed in 1968 by the 
merger of the Berkeley Baptist Divinity School and the 
California Baptist Theological Seminary) and cast a vision 
for its ongoing role in the rapidly changing cultures of 
church, community, and education. The president will need 
to successfully leverage the opportunities and creatively 
overcome the challenges presented by our changing 
economy and boldly lead a diverse faculty, staff, and 
academic community.

It is the desire of the Board of Trustees that the 7th 
President of the Seminary begin employment prior to the 
start of the 2017-2018 academic year. The new president 
will serve as the Seminary’s Chief Executive Officer and will 
report directly to the Board of Trustees.

Letters of Nomination may be sent, no later than October 1, 
2016, to:

Presidential Search Committee
American Baptist Seminary of the West
2606 Dwight Way
Berkeley, CA 94704-3029

Letters of Interest, together with a current CV and five 
professional references, should be sent to the same address 
no later than October 15, 2016. Interested persons who have 
a current ABPS (American Baptist Personnel Services) profile 
are encouraged to include a copy with their Letter of
Interest.
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11th Sunday after Pentecost Year C
Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43; 
Colossians 3:1-11;  Luke 12:13-21.

God’s love may temper even God’s justice, but the new life 
excludes the idolatry of greed.

Hosea 11:1-11
The second reading from the prophet Hosea is one of the most 
remarkable passages in scripture. It interprets God in terms of 
human emotions carried to their most extreme.

Most of Hosea 4-14 (quite separate from chapters 1-3) are words 
of denunciation and predicted destruction for the people and 
places of the northern kingdom. But after that barrage of 
judgment has gone on some time (through chapter 10), our 
passage gives it a climax, and then a violent reversal.

A comment on Hosea’s language and text. The book of 
Hosea is only partly legible. The historical Hosea spoke his 
poetry in a dialect of the northern kingdom, though his 
words have been preserved in Judean dialects. The text also 
is one of the oldest in the Israelite scriptures, being recited 
and re-copied many times before becoming standardized.
These uncertainties affect the translations, and this is a 
particularly good place to compare other translations with 
the NRSV, such as the New Jerusalem Bible, the New Jewish 
Publication Society, and the Revised English Bible versions. 
These others are translations of the same Hebrew text, but 
are independent of the English tradition continued by
the NRSV. Some rather different renderings, given by the 
ancient Greek translators, can be seen in the translation in 
The Orthodox Study Bible (Nelson, 2008).

The human emotions by which God is interpreted are especially 
those of a father for his children, or for his one special son. 
Favorite sons have been loved since birth.

• When Israel was a child, I loved him…
• It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them in my 

arms;…
• I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands 

of love; …
•  (Verses 1-4, NRSV.)

But throughout this love the sons were ungrateful and 
disobedient. 

 
•  The more I called them the more they went from me…
•  ...they did not know [did not acknowledge] that I 

healed them…
• I seemed to them as one who imposed a yoke on their 

jaws, though I was offering them food [this line follows 
NJPS trans.].

The punishment for such continued disloyalty is a reversal of the 
salvation. If Israel was brought out of Egypt to be given good 
things, they will be sent back into slavery, not only in Egypt but 
under the new great power, Assyria (verses 5-6, especially in the
NRSV).

So far this is the expected word of God’s judgment through a 
prophet.

Now however we get a personal outburst by God. (Fortunately, 
the text and language are relatively clear here.)

How can I give you up, Ephraim?
 How can I hand you over, O Israel? …
My heart recoils within me;
 my compassion grows warm and tender.
I will not execute my fierce anger;
 I will not again destroy Ephraim; … (verses 8-9a, NRSV)

And now the encompassing declaration that shapes the cosmos:

…for I am God [’El] and no mortal [’īsh],
 the Holy One in your midst,
 and I will not come in wrath (verse 9b, NRSV).

The personal emotion of loss over the beloved son(s) becomes 
the dominant motive of the Almighty. What is not possible for 
humans will nevertheless be done by God. A way will be found to 
both execute judgment and to continue in caring love for the
disobedient and judged children, who are still beloved.

Psalm 107:1-9, 43
The Psalm reading is an excerpt from a long psalm that calls on 
many groups of people to give thanks and praise to God for the 
various deliverances in their lives. It is “the redeemed of the Lord” 
who are called on to join the praise, and their various
experiences will be held up as examples in the course of the full 
psalm.

The first group whose experience is described are those who 
were lost, wandering and in danger of thirst and hunger, in the 
wilderness (verses 4-9). This is a fitting  response to the Hosea 
passage because it can be applied to Israel’s experience when
brought out of Egypt.

They cried to the Lord in their trouble,
 and he delivered them from their distress;
he led them by a straight way,
 until they reached an inhabited town.
 (verses 6-7, NRSV)

The wilderness generation qualified supremely as the “redeemed 
of the Lord”; from day one, they were journeying from a place of 
deliverance toward the place of God’s rest.

Lectionary Studies for Sunday, July 31, 2016 – Dr. Jay Wilcoxen

[Continued on page 6]



Metro Chicago EWIND July 25, 2016

Lectionary Studies for Sunday, July 31, 2016 
[Continued from page 5]

6

Colossians 3:1-11
The writer of Colossians also speaks of a great reversal – one 
that has already happened. It is the believer’s death: “for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (verse 3, 
NRSV).

Those baptized into Jesus have died to the destructive and
enslaving forces of the world and are freed to live empowered 
from above, in Christ equal across all social and religious barriers. 
The image of the heavenly Christ exercising rule over the
earth, an image known to the baptized, defines the believer’s 
way of life. That is the image that discredits the superstitions and 
demonic powers that surround the Lycus valley people in their 
daily lives.

In our passage it is the things to avoid, the things that are 
excluded by the heavenly image of the Christ, that are mainly 
listed. We have two lists of negative traits: (1) sexual immorality, 
etc., ending with greed, in verse 5, and (2) anger, malice, etc. in
verse 8.

It is recognized that avoiding these things requires some effort. 
“Put to death whatever in you is earthly” (verse 5). The new life 
requires rigorous honesty with fellow believers in caring 
mutuality. “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
stripped off the old self with its practices, and have clothed 
yourselves with the new self” (verses 9-10). Baptism was the 
stripping off; one now lives in the new garments – those of 
the reborn (which are described more fully in what follows our 
passage).

A passing reflection: A passage such as this reveals the 
religious power that led Christians to articulate the 
trinitarian character of God. Jesus is the cosmic Christ 
ruling over all destructive and superstitious powers in the 
human world – yet that reign is within a larger realm of 
God the creator and father. The  dynamics of a redemption 
that incorporates a reborn humanity in the ultimate divine 
process are contained within the being of God’s own self.

Luke 12:13-21
The Epistle reading contained an incidental identification of 
greed with idolatry – “Put to death…greed (which is idolatry),” 
Colossians 3:5. The Gospel concentrates even more on greed, 
suggesting also that love of possessions becomes idolatrous.

The episode begins with a request from someone in the crowd 
asking Jesus to serve as arbiter in a dispute over an inheritance. 
Jesus’ response is to decline becoming an arbitrator of the 
Mosaic law. He declines getting into the business of the 
Pharisees, which would in later times produce such compilations 
of rabbinic law as the Mishnah and Tosefta. Instead, Jesus tells a 
parable putting all devotion to material goods under an intense 
eschatological critique.

The parable describes a man wealthy from his agri-business 
enterprises. He is determined to keep investing and expanding, 
no doubt absorbing many smaller and marginal farm operations 
along the way. At a critical juncture, he has a dialogue with
his soul and decides to make the great break, to tear down the 
old infrastructure and replace it with new super-capacity facili-
ties. How very modern and progressive!  Think of the new jobs 
created for the displaced farmers!

Jesus’ entire “journey” in Luke, however, is about living in a time 
of urgent judgment, when priorities must be radically altered. 
This man’s preoccupation with capitalist expansion leads him 
into hubris, into forgetting that he stands on a daily basis as a
humble mortal before the instant judgment of God.

In today’s world he would have an excessive cholesterol count, 
be over-weight, and have high blood pressure. We know what 
form the judgment of God takes in such cases. Greed may make 
a capitalist economy heat up, but it leaves the barns of the soul 
empty before God.

The journey to judgment that Jesus leads makes poverty the way 
to wealth-that-really matters.

EWIND is the official publication of the American 
Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago.  Published each 
Monday, the deadline for submission of materials is 
Thursday of each week.  

We welcome information on events that occur 
within ABCMC member churches.  All articles/information for 
publication should be submitted electronically to 
abcmetrochicago@gmail.com.  


