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Seeking Justice • Loving Mercy • Walking Humbly

Greetings from the Interim Executive Ministers

We are delighted and honored to be called to share the position 
of Interim Executive Minister for ABCMC. We love our Region,  
its leaders and churches. It is exciting to begin working with all 

of you in a new way. We believe that one of the key challenges currently        
facing ABCMC is finding a way to create a truly intercultural and interra-
cial community in which all the churches are effectively empowered and 
able to offer their unique gifts for the good of the whole. We hope that 
the things we learned in strengthening an intercultural community at 
North Shore Baptist Church have equipped us to help with that. In these 
first days, as we prepare to work as a team with the ARMS (Associate      
Regional Ministers) and the Cabinet members, our sense of being called 
to this work has grown even deeper.

Even though we have been a part of ABCMC for almost 20 years, there are many of you whom we are looking forward 
to meeting for the first time. Perhaps some background can help you begin get to know us better. We both are 
life‐long American Baptists. Carol grew up in suburban Detroit at the First Baptist Church of Birmingham. Doug is from 
Toledo Ohio, having spent his childhood and youth at the Ashland Avenue Baptist Church. We met and got married 
while in seminary at Andover Newton Theological School near Boston, MA. After serving separate churches in Upstate 
New York for several years, we decided to work together as co‐pastors. We were called to the First Baptist Church of 
Detroit, a congregation that was half African‐American and half Euro‐American. During our 12 years there we learned 
to share a job, work as a team, and guide a church through racial reconciliation. In 1997 we accepted a call to serve as 
English Language Pastors of North Shore Baptist Church here in Chicago. They had just begun their bold experiment 
with a multicultural Pastoral Team of equals. We retired from North Shore in June, after 19 1⁄2 years of ministry in that 
setting.

At this early stage of our employment with ABCMC, we are still working out the details of how we will divide the 
responsibilities of Interim Executive Minister. Listed below are the areas already assigned, along with our contact 
information. With any other questions or concerns, please contact either one of us and we will make sure your need is 
handled promptly.

Your partners in ministry, 

Reverend Douglas Harris
Reverend Carol McVetty

 

With questions about pastoral searches or Camp Grow – 
 contact: Doug Harris | dharris@abcmc.org  | 773.634.1495, ext. 1

With questions about ordination or submissions for EWIND –
 contact: Carol McVetty | cmcvetty@abcmc.org | 773.634.1495, ext. 8
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Highlighting Our Churches . . .
Recently we began a new series in EWIND, in which a 
different church is highlighted each week so that over 
the course of the year we can hear from every church 
and learn about the life happening all around us. 

As a region, we are blessed with rich wisdom of the lay 
people and the pastors of our region. These highlights 
are designed to foster our  relationships with one anoth-
er, inspire and celebrate each other.

If you are ready to contribute now, sharing 300 words 
about what is happening at your church, email me 
Rev. Carol McVetty [cmcvetty@abcmc.org]. We want to 
hear about the wonderful things that God is doing in 
your congregation.

New:  Pulpit Supply List
ABCMC is creating a list of preachers available for pulpit supply when a pastor is away on vacation.  If you would like 
your name to be on this list, please send your name, telephone number, email address, and a one-sentence 
description of your preaching style to Janet Jamieson at Admin@ABCmetrochicago@gmail.com.

If your church would like a copy of this list when it is complete, please email us to request one, and we will be happy to 
send it along.

ABCMC BEST FINANCIAL PRACTICES 
FOR CHURCHES SEMINAR

Saturday, November 5, 2016
8:30 am – 1 pm (lunch provided)

Irving Park Baptist Church
4401 West Irving Park • Chicago, IL

WHO SHOULD ATTEND:
Church treasurers, financial officers, 
trustees, administrative boards, and pastors 

TOPICS TO BE COVERED:
Online giving, bonding of church financial officers, 
money-counting practices, national and regional 
offerings and reporting, space-sharing, and tax 
forms. 

COSTS:
The seminar is free to all participants.  Register at   
http://abcmcbestpracticesseminar.eventbrite.com

This is one way the region can support our 
churches in creating sound structures. 

I hope you’ll join us.
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ABCMC Sponsors Best Financial Practices Seminar

Ghana Baptist Training Center 
Needs Your Support

Missionary Rovaughna Richardson is 
preparing to begin working at the Baptist 
Vocational Training Center in Ghana. She is 
100% funded for her monthly support, 
however, she still needs $5,000 to cover 
start-up expenses. If your church can help or 

someone you know, here is the online giving information:

Online Giving at:  http://www.internationalministries.org/
teams/744-richardson

a.       In the upper right hand corner, click the gray “Give”  
 button
b.      On the following secure webpage you will be asked  
 to indicate the amount and frequency of giving,   
 followed by your financial information
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Addictions, from drugs to alcohol; food to sex, are 
impacting our communities and churches cutting 
across, age, race and socioeconomic status.  Join us 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 at North Park 
University in Chicago to explore how healthcare 
professionals and congregations can collaborate 
to respond faithfully to the challenge of addiction, 
considering what can be done together that neither 
can do alone. 

Mark Laaser, M.Div., Ph.D, nationally recognized as 
the leading authority in the field of sexual addiction, 
will be the keynote speaker at this second biennial 

faith and health symposium offered by North Park 
Theological Seminary and North Park University 
School of Nursing and Health Sciences in 
collaboration with the School of Professional 
Studies.  

Continuing education is available for a number 
of professions.  Early bird registration ends 
September 30.  For more information go to 
http://www.northpark.edu/Events/Featured/
Faith-and-Health-Symposium  or call 773.244.6214. 

Faith and Health Symposium, Offered by North Park Theological Seminary 
Journeying Together: A Faithful Response to Addiction
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18th Sunday after Pentecost Year C
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; I Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13.

There is both human and divine pain – 
because of the misguided shrewdness of this age.

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (The alternative reading is Amos 8:4-7.)
This passage shows why Jeremiah, down through the ages, has 
been called “a man of tears.”

The prophet’s profound empathy for both the suffering of the 
people under judgment and for the rightness of God’s side of the 
judgment, made him an agonized man. Being a powerful poet, 
he expressed that agony in passionate images and dialogues.

For example, this passage is a little drama, with dialogues. The 
changes in speaker from verse to verse 
are fairly clear but recognizing them 
is essential to getting the prophet’s 
message: the passion is divine as well as 
human.

The prophet’s agonized feelings of pity 
are the outer framework. “My joy is gone, 
grief is upon me, my heart is sick” – this 
cry at the beginning (verse 18) is linked 
at the end with the echoing cry, “O that 
my head were a spring of water, / and my 
eyes a fountain of tears . . .” (9:1, NRSV).

Inside the prophet’s envelope of ago-
nized lament is heard the astonished dis-
appointment and despair of the people. 
From all over the land they cry, “Is the 
Lord not in Zion? / Is her King not in her?”

When disaster seems to loom on the horizon, all the outlying 
people are accustomed to expect Zion to be a safe refuge and 
bulwark from threatening enemies. In Jeremiah’s time, howev-
er, Zion herself was pronounced to be doomed. (See the death 
agony of Zion in 4:30-31 and the sermon of doom on Jerusalem 
in 7:1-15.) The age of trust-in-Zion as the ultimate sanctuary, even 
for the unrighteous, is ending. Zion’s “King” will not be in her; 
she will not be saved from the foreign invaders coming in waves 
against her.

The last lament of the people is total despair: “The harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, / and we are not saved” (verse 20).

But at the center of this dramatic dialogue a voice is heard 
separate and above the others. (NRSV puts it in parentheses, 
verse 19b, a comment inserted in the midst of the panicked cries 
of the people.)

God speaks. While the rushing and overwhelming judgment 
from God is taking place, God also agonizes because it had to 
come to this terrible ending – that the people have been so un-
faithful, so disloyal to their loving divine parent. “Why have they 
provoked me to anger with their images, / with their foreign idols?”

And this unintelligible, this irrational surd of self-defeating 
behavior by a “chosen” people is the cause of agony and lament 
– both human and divine. But most of all, the agony falls on the 
passionate prophet, who cries out, “Is there no balm in Gilead?”

Jeremiah cries out for the healing of the soul wounded by all the 
transgressions of the people.

Psalm 79:1-9
The Psalm reading is also a voice in prophetic dialogue. Here, 

however, we are at a later stage of the dra-
ma. This is the voice of the people around 
Jerusalem, heard after the disaster has been 
completed, after the judgment for sin has 
been delivered (the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Babylonians).

The early part of the psalm elaborates on 
the devastation, on the cruelty that ruthless 
enemies have executed upon the city and 
its population. Bodies have been strewn 
over the land as fodder for vultures and wild 
beasts; there is no one to bury them. Blood 
has been poured out so that it flows down 
gutters and sewers like the runoff of a storm. 
People from the vicinity who still care about 
the great city are tormented by the scorn and 
taunting of neighboring peoples.

And the psalmist asks, “How long, O Lord?”

For a moment the lament moves toward anger and resentment. 
Let these mocking peoples receive some of their own medicine! 
Let them be the recipients of God’s wrath, especially since they 
don’t even know this God who has acted in judgment on God’s 
own people.

But after this moment of resentment, the speaker returns to the 
real problem. How to elicit God’s forgiveness, and let their great 
disaster testify to God’s own true character, the righteous God 
ruling all the nations.

“Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake” (verse 9, 
NRSV, emphasis added).

I Timothy 2:1-7
(This reading has a poignant relevance in this time of crises in 
urban law-enforcement in our nation.)

Lectionary Studies for Sunday, September 18, 2016 – Dr. Jay Wilcoxen

[Continued on page 5]
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EWIND is the official publication of the American Baptist 
Churches of Metro Chicago.  Published each Wednesday, 
the deadline for submission of materials is Monday of each 
week.  

We welcome information on events that occur within 
ABCMC  member churches.  All articles/information for publication 
should be submitted electronically to cmcvetty@abcmc.org.  

The reading from the Epistle also speaks of peoples round about 
the community of faith. Basically, the Apostle urges the faithful 
to leave the management of the world to God and to pray for 
those who maintain order and stability among the peoples.

Timothy is told to have the Christian assemblies pray for all peo-
ples around them, particularly for the rulers, from kings on down. 
These rulers are not to be looked to for salvation and deliverance; 
that is not their business in God’s economy. Rulers are to provide 
stability and order, so that “we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and dignity” (verse 2, NRSV). God’s desire is 
for everyone to be saved, which they will be when they come to 
know the “truth.”

This truth is here expressed in a liturgical confession (verses 
5-6a).

There is one God;
there is also one mediator 
between God and humankind.

The good news is that there IS a “mediator” between God and 
humankind. There is one figure reconciling, working things out, 
between God and humans. (The Greek word translated “media-
tor” here is mesitēs, which is used in the Greek of Job 9:33, where 
NRSV has the courage to translate the Hebrew as “umpire”!)

This mediator is the human Christ Jesus, and this human has 
given himself as a “ransom” for – not “many,” as in Mark 10:45, but 
– “all.” Everyone in all the nations has been ransomed from the 
powers of alienation and evil that have driven them through the 
ages. Therefore, all are to be prayed for – lofty lords of the world 
as well as the humble and needy – prayed for as ones saved and 
entitled to participate in a life of godliness and dignity (verse 2).

The delegate of the Apostle, and all the needy and humble in his 
churches – this is how they are to pray.

Luke 16:1-13
In an era of outrageous bonuses for executives who have led vast 
corporations into gallons of red ink – and received government 
stimulus packages as well! – the Gospel reading presents us 
with a real quandary! Talk about “hard” sayings from Jesus! The 
parable of the “dishonest manager” seems to exceed all bounds, 
given our time in history.

The CEO of a vast enterprise has been indicted before the Chair 
of the Board. Before the charges can be fully processed, the CEO 
cooks up deals with all the company’s creditors and gets himself 
a large golden parachute to keep his soft hands from hard labor 
in his later years! “And the master commended the dishonest 
manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this 
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than 
are the children of light” (verse 8, NRSV).

Jesus cannot be simply approving this conduct! Nor would 
any group of later Jesus followers approve such cheating. It is 
apparently the “shrewdness” of the dishonest manager that is 
being lifted up. Such shrewdness is to be admired in “the children 
of this age.” They know what they are about, their priorities are 
very clear, and they act, even in a drastic crisis (such as a Federal 
indictment), to follow those priorities. (Never mind that their 
highest priority is Greed!)

What is left implicit is that there is a different shrewdness for 
those who belong to the age to come.

The shrewdness of the age to come (which is the reign or king-
dom of God) usually looks very stupid to conventional wisdom. It 
involves giving away all you have to charity, abandoning family 
responsibilities to make hazardous trips to hostile cities, laughing 
when it seems appropriate to mourn, rejoicing when abused 
and discriminated against for one’s faith – in general, reversing 
the conventional values of current society, honest or dishonest. 
Shrewdness for the coming age is the exact opposite of the 
shrewdness that works so well in this age.

Perhaps when the chips are down, shrewdness for the kingdom 
followers will be figuring out how to give the most to the poor! In 
the context of Jesus’ trip to Jerusalem, something like that is the 
meaning of the parable of the dishonest CEO.

[For more on the issue of wealth in Luke, and this parable in 
particular, go to www.CommunityRenewalSociety.org / Get 
Involved / Faith Resources / Read Study Bibles / “LUKE: A Gospel 
for Progressives?”]
 


